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helping to fund additional water projects in
Africa.

The Voss Foundation was founded in
2008 after Knut Brundtland took a trip to
Africa where he saw firsthand the magnitude
of the global water crisis. As the CEO
of Voss water, Brundtland felt he had a
responsibility to provide access to clean
drinking water to those in need. By focusing
on a combination of well-digging, pumping,
and piping, the Voss Foundation is able to
bring clean water to schools, agriculture, and
support communities. The Voss Foundation
operates with a very small staff and dedicated
volunteers in New York and Norway, and
works with grass-roots partners in Africa to
employ local people with connections to the
community.

In early 2009, the directors at the Voss
Foundation wanted to find a way to document
their work and provide a visual reference
point for people.

“We found Stuart Franklin from
Magnum Photos, who is well-known for his
Tiananmen Square photography. His work
tells a very powerful story, and resonates with
the viewer,” said Kara Gerson, the executive
director at the Voss Foundation.

Franklin = was  commissioned o
photograph the Voss Foundation’s work in the

Dogon region of Mali, focusing on women
and water. His trip to Mali in May 2009
resulted in a series of high-quality photos
depicting the life of a desert landscape, where
water is paramount in the daily struggle to
survive. :

Of the photographs taken, 15 images
have been chosen to be produced in a limited
edition collection to be sold to benefit the Voss
Foundation. The sale of these photographs
will increase awareness of the global water
crisis and the Voss Foundation's work,
helping to fund additional water projects in
Africa. Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre
opened the exhibit’in Oslo.

The Voss Foundation teamed up with
Heiberg Cummings Design in New York
City to exhibit “The Dogon,” Jan. 14-31. The
exhibit will be opened by Knut Brundtland,
chair of the Voss Foundation, on Thursday,
Jan. 14 at 6 p.m.. and the public is invited
to attend.

The 15 photographs, signed and
numbered, are available in two different
sizes for $3,000 and $5,000. Proceeds from
the print run can fund up to 10 more water
projects. The photographs will continue to be
exhibited globally with viewings currently
being planned in Bergen, New York, and
Washington, D.C.

For more information about the Voss
Foundation, visit www.thevossfoundation.
org.
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take place in early February. The draw for
the running order will take place on March
24

A mix of 50 percent professional jury
vote and 50 percent televoting will determine
the outcomes of the two semi-finals and the

on behalf of the EBU, said to Eurovision.
tv: “Despite the tough economic situation,
39 broadcasters signed up for the 2010
Eurovision Song Contest, proving that it
is still Europe’s favorite TV-show. We are
also happy to have Georgia back in the
competition.” About the upcoming contest
he said: “I am confident we can expect an

extraordinary event in Oslo, full of surprises. @



